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IOM press briefing notes 20 Dec 2002: Balkans and Eastern Europe

Spokesperson: Christopher Lom 

ITALY - Italy Backs IOM Programmes in the Balkans and Eastern Europe - The Italian government has announced over EUR 2.1 million in funding for three IOM projects to be implemented in the Balkans in 2003 and over EUR 113,000 to a new IOM counter trafficking initiative in Eastern Europe.   

The Balkan projects include a EUR 1.1 million psychological and trauma response initiative for war victims in Serbia; a EUR 520, 000 counter trafficking initiative in Albania, Croatia, Montenegro, Kosovo and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM); and a EUR 500,000 transitional assistance programme for former soldiers in Bosnia & Herzegovina. 

Separately, the Italian Ministry of the Interior announced over EUR 113,000 in backing for a new IOM counter trafficking information campaign in Albania, Romania, Moldova and Ukraine. 

Building on IOM's extensive experience in the region, IOM and partner NGOs Caritas and Regina Pacis will produce and distribute public information materials including pamphlets, posters and Public Service Announcements targeting potential victims of trafficking, primarily women and minors.  

IOM and its partners will also organise events with the local media and work with government officials, NGOs and Italian Embassy staff in the region specializing in counter trafficking.  IOM will implement the programme in Albania and Romania, while Caritas and Regina Pacis will implement it in Moldova and Ukraine. 

Further details from: Luca Dall'Oglio, Chief of Mission, IOM Rome. Tel. +39.6.440.31.428 
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